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Seven Steps to Shape Your Project Carbon Curve
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e Start Circular:

Does this building need to 
be new?

Can you reuse or adapt an 
existing structure? 

Have you considered using 
materials from the current 
or nearby sites before 
purchasing new materials?

How long is this building 
going to last?

Has the design considered 
multiple iterations for 
future use-case scenarios?

Does the design consider  
future climate conditions?

Prioritize Site Selection:

Have you considered 
selecting a brownfield or 
infill site?

Have you researched the 
bioregion to understand 
the site conditions to 
reduce your impact?

Are you taking steps to 
protect green space in 
order to preserve 
biodiversity, reduce sprawl, 
and minimize your carbon 
footprint? 

Have we considered the 
source energy emission 
factors of the locale?

Optimize Form:

Have you reviewed 
basements, setbacks, and 
transfer slabs to identify 
opportunities to reduce 
embodied carbon?

Are you using early-stage 
carbon modeling tools to 
compare structural 
systems and their 
impacts?

Can you modify the form 
and structure of your 
building to reduce material 
use?

Passive Design:

Are you optimizing building 
orientation to improve 
energy performance and 
occupant comfort?

Have you optimized 
insulation and airtightness 
to reduce energy loss?

Are you using day-lighting 
and window placement to 
minimize artificial lighting?

What steps can you take to 
design for passive 
ventilation?

Future Proof:

Is the design optimized for 
disassembly?

What is the design service 
life of the building?

How does the durability of 
materials match the 
design service life?

Material Choices:

Are you prioritizing 
low-carbon materials?

Have you thought about 
materials available in your 
region?

Renewables:

Are you exploring on-site 
renewable energy options 
to further reduce the 
project's carbon impact?
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